STATE OF NEW YORK. 


No. 290. 


IN SENATE, 


February 1, 1861. 


COMMUNICATION 


From His Excellency the Governor, transmitting certain 
Resolutions of the Legislatures of Massachusetts, Penn- 
sylvania, Wisconsin, Tennessee, Virginia, Georgia and 
Alabama. 

STATE OF NEW YORK: 


Exxrcutive DEPARTMENT 
AuBany, February 1, 1861. 


To the Senate: In response to the joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of this State, adopted on the 11th ultimo, copies of which were immedi- 
ately transmitted to the President of the United States and the Governors 
of the several States, I have received from the Governor of Tennessee 
certain joint resolutions adopted by the Legislature; and from the Gover- 
nor of Virginia, a resolution adopted by the House of Delegates, copies 
of which are herewith submitted. I have also received from the president 
of a convention of the people of Georgia, in convention assembled, a copy 


of a resolution which I submit herewith. 
BE. D. MORGAN. 


Joint Resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee. 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, That this 
General Assembly has heard, with profound regret, of the resolutions re- 
cently adopted by the State of New York, tendering men and money to 
the President of the United States, to be used in coercing certain sovereign 
States of the south into obedience to the Federal Government. 

Resolved, That this General Assembly receives the action of the Legis- 
lature of New York as the indication of a purpose, upon the part of the 
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‘people of that State, to further complicate existing difficulties, by forcing 
the people of the south to the extremity of submission or resistance; and 
so regarding it, the Governor of the State of Tennessee is hereby requested 
to inform the Executive of-the-Siate-of New-York, that it is the opinion of 
this General Assembly that whenever the authorities of that State shallsend 
armed forces to the south, for the purpose indicated in said resolutions, the 
people of Tennessee, uniting with their brethren of the south, will, as one 
man, resist such invasion of the soil of the south, at all hazards, and to 


the last extremity. 
W. C, WHITTHORNE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
TAZ. W. NEWMAN, 


Speaker of the Senate. 
Adopted January 18, 1861. 


On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

Resolved, That the Governor of Virginia return the resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York to the Executive of that State, with the request 
that no such resolutions be again sent to this General Assembly. 

JANUARY 17, 1861. 

Passed House of Delegates January 17, 1861. 

WM. F. GORDON, Jr., C. H. D. 


Resolved, unanimously, in response to the resolutions of New York, 
referred to in the Goyernor’s Message, That this convention highly ap- 
proves the energetic and patriotic conduct of Governor Brown, in taking 
possession of Fort Pulaski, by Georgia troops, and request him to hold 
possession, until the relations of Georgia with the Federal Government be 
determined by this convention ; and that a copy of this TePclabieas be trans- 
mitted to the Governor of New York. 

GEO. W. CRAWFORD, President. 

A true extract from the minutes. 


A. R. LAMAR, Secretary, 


STATE OF NEW YORK: 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
AuLBany, February 1, 1861. 
To the Senate: Herewith I submit a copy of certain joint resolutions, 
adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee, proposing amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 


r 


E. D. MORGAN, 
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Rennienione proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. : 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, That a 
Conyention of delegates from all the slayeholding States, shall assemble at 
Nashville, Tennessee, or some other place, as a majority of the States co- 
operating may designate, on the 4th day of February, 1861, to digest and 
define a basis upon which, if possible, the ‘Federal ,Union and the Consti- 
tutional rights of the slave States may be perpetuated and preserved. 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, ap- 
point a number of delegates to'said Convention, of our ablest and wisest 
men, equal to our whole delegation in Congress ; and that the Governor of 
Tennessee immediately furnish copies of these resolutions to the Governors 
of the slavehelding States, and urge the participation of such States, in 
said Convention. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, such. plan'of 
adjustment shall.embrace the following propositions, as amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

1. A declaratory amendment, that African slaves, as held under the in- 
stitutions of the slaveholding States, shall be recognized as property, and 
entitled to the status of other property, in. the States where slavery exists ; 
in all places within the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress; in the ‘slave 
States; in all the Territories.south of 36 degrees 30 minutes ; in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; in transit, and whilst temporarily sojourning with the 
owner. in the non-slaveholding States and Territories, north of 36 degrees 
30 minutes, and when fugitives from: the owner, in the several places above 
named, as well as in all places,in the exclusive. jurisdiction of Congress, in 
the non-slaveholding States. 

2. That all the Territory now owned, or which may be hereafter .ac- 
quired by the United States, south of the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes, 
African slavery shall be recognized as existing,.and be protected by all the 
departments of the Federal and Territurial Governments, and in all north 
of that line, now éwned, or to be acquired, it shall not be recognized as 
existing ; and whenever States, forn.ed out of any of said Territory south 
of said line, having a population equal to that of a Congressional district, 
shall apply for admission into the Union, the same shall be admitted as 
slave States, whilst States north of the line, formed out of said Territory, 
and having a population equal to a Congressional district, shall be admitted 
without slavery, but the States formed out of said Territory, north and 

south, having been admitted as members of the Union, shall have all the 
powers over the institution of slavery, possessed by the other States’ of the 
Union. 

8. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery, in. places under its 
exclusive jurisdiction, and situate within the limits of States that permit 
the holding of slaves. 

4. Saeipcas shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of 
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Columbia, as long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Mary- 
land, or either, nor without the consent of the inhabitants, nor without just 
compensation made to such owners of slaves as do not consent to such 
abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers of the Fede- 
ral Government, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be 
in said District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them 
as such, during the time their duties may require them to remain there, 
and afterwards take them from the District. 

5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation 
of slaves from one State to another, or the territory in which slaves are by 
law permitted to be held, whether that transportation be by land, navi- 
gable rivers or by seas. 

6. In addition to the fugitive slave clause, provide that when a slave has 
been demanded of the executive authority of the State to which he has fled, 
if he is not delivered and the owner permitted to carry him out of the 
State in peace, the State so failing to deliver shall pay to the owner the 
value of such slave, and such damages as he may have sustained in attempt- 
ing to reclaim his slave, and secure his right of action in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, with execution against the property of such 
State and the individuals thereof. 

7. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the six prece- 
ding articles, nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first 
article of the Constitution, nor the third paragraph of the second section 
of the fourth article of the Constitution ; and no amendments shall be 
made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress any 
power to abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose 
laws it is, or may be, allowed or permitted. 

8. That slave property shall be rendered secure in transit through, or 
whilst temporarily sojourning in, non-slavehoiding States or territories, or 
in the District of ‘Columbia. 

9. An amendment to the effect that all fugitives are to be deemed those 
offending the laws within the jurisdiction of the State, and who escape 
therefrom to other States ; and that it is the duty of each State to sup- 
press armed invasions of another State. 

Resolved, That said Convention of the slave-holding States having 
agreed upon a basis of adjustment satisfactory to themselves, should, in 
the opinion of this General Assembly, refer it to a Convention of all the 
States, slaveholding and non-slaveholding, in the manner following: It 
should invite all States friendly to such plan of adjustment to elect dele- 
gates, ih such manner to reflect the popular will, to assemble in a consti-’ 
tutional Convention of all the States, north and south, to be held at Rich- 
mond, Virginia, on the day of February, 1861, to revise and perfect 
such plan of adjustment, for its reference for final ratification and adoption 
by a Convention of the States respectively. 

Resolved, That should a plan of adjustment, satisfactory to the south, 
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not be acceded to by a requisite number of States to perfect amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, it is the opinion of this General 
Assembly that the slaveholding States should adopt for themselves the 
Constitution of the United States, with such amendments as may be satis- 
factory to the slaveholding States, and that they should invite into the 
Union with them all States of the north which are willing to abide such 
amended Constitution and frame of government, severing at once all con- 
nections with States refusing such reasonable guarantees to our future 
safety; such renewed conditions of federal Union being first submitted for 
ratification to Conventions of all the States respectively. 

Resolved, That the Governor of the State of Tennessee furnish copies 
of these resolutions, immediately, to the Governors of the non-slaveholding 


States. 
WwW. Cc. WHITTHORNE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


TAZ. W. NEWMAN, 
: Speaker of the Senate. 
Passed, January 22, 1861. 


—- * 


STATE OF NEW YORK: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ALBANY, February 1, 1861. } 


To the Senate: I have received from the Secretary of State: of Ala- 
bama, a copy of an ordinance to make provisional postal arrangements in 


labama, a copy of which is herewith submitted. 
KE. D. MORGAN. 


Orrice or SecREeTaRy oF STATE, 
MontcomERy, ALABAMA, January 18, 1861. 


Your Excellency: In accordance with a resolution of the Convention 
of the people of Alabama, passed on the 15th inst., I forward you the fol- 
lowing ordinance. : 

T have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
Pp. H. BRITTAN, Secretary of State. 


An ordinance to make provisional postal arrangements in Alabama. 

Be it ordained, by the people of Alabama, in Convention assembled, 
that the postal contracts, arrangements and regulations in force on the 11th 
day of January, A. D., 1861, are permitted to be continued ; and the per- 
sons charged with the duties thereof, are permitted to continue to dis- 
charge such duties until a postal treaty or treaties shall be concluded, or 
until otherwise ordered or provided by the authority of this State. 

It is hereby certified, that the ordinance entitled ‘‘ an ordinance to make 
provisional postal arrangements in Alabama,” was adopted by the Alabama 


State Convention, on January 15, 1861. 
WILLIAM M. BROOKS, 
President of the Alabama State Convention. 
A. G. Horn, Secretary of the Alabama State Convention. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK: 
Executive Department, 
AuBany, February 1, 1861. 


To the Senate: I transmit herewith, a copy of an patna received by 
me from the President of a Convention of the people of Goorgia, in Con- 


vention assembled. 
f E. D. MORGAN. 


An ordinance to dissolve the union between the State of Georgia and 
other States, united with her under a compact of government, en- 
titled the Constitution of the United States of America. 

We, the people of the State of Georgia, in Convention assembled, do 
declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the ordi- 
nance adopted by the people of the State of Georgia, in Convention, on 
the 2d day of January, in the year of our Lord 1788, whereby the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, was assented to, ratified and adopt- 
ed; and also, all acts and parts of acts, of the General Assembly of this 
State, ratifying and adopting amendments of the said Constitution, are 
hereby repealed, rescinded and abrogated. 

We do further declare and ordain, that the Union now subsisting be- 
tween the State of Georgia and other States, under the name of the United 
States of America, is hereby dissolved ; and that the State of Georgia is 
in the full possession and exercise of all those rights of sovereignty which 
belong and appertain to a free and independent State. 

(Attest,)’ A. R. LAUREN, Secretary. 


STATE OF NEW YORK: 
Exrcutive DEPARTMENT, 
ALBANY, February 1, 1861. 


To the Senate: I submit herewith, a copy of resolves of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, tendering the aid of that Commonwealth to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, in enforcing the laws and preserving the Union; 
also, a copy of the joint resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, relative to the maintenance of the Constitution and the Uuion; and 
also, the joint resolutions of the Legislature of Wisconsin, which passed 
both Houses by a unanimous vote, piedging the co-operation cf Wisconsin 


in the defence and preservation of the Union. 
E. D. MORGAN. 


Resolutions atepee by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, January 
24, 1861. 
Joint ea relative to the maintenance of the Constitution and 
the Union. 
Whereas, A convention of delegates assembled in the city of Charles- 
ton, in the State of South Carolina, did on the 20th day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight. hundred.and sixty, adopt an .ordi- 
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nance, entitled ‘An ordinance to dissolve the union between the State of 
South Carolina and other States united with her, under the compact, en- 
titled the ‘‘ Constitution of the United States of America,’’ whereby it is 
declared that the said’ Unicn is dissolved; and 

Whereas, It becomes the duty of the people of Pennsylvania, through 
their representatives in this General Assembly, to make known what they 
consider to be the object sought, and the obligations and duties imposed 
by the Constitution ; be it therefore 

1. Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives of the common 
wealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby re- 
solved, that the Constitution of the United States of America was ordain- 
éd and established, as set forth in its preamble, by the people of the 
United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, in+ 
sure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and their 
posterity ; and if the people of any State in the Union are not in the full 
enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured to them by the said 
Constitution, if their rights under itgare disregarded, their tranquility dis- 
turbed, their prosperity retarded, or their liberties imperiled by the people 
of any other State, full and adequate redress can, and ought to be, pre- 
vided for such grievances, through the action of Congress, and other pro- 
per departments of the National Government. 

2. Resolved, That the people of Pennsylvania entertain, and desire to 
cherish, the most fraternal sentiments for their brethren of other States, 
and are ready now, as they have ever been to co-operate in all measures need- 
ful for their welfare, security, and happiness, under the Constitution which 
makes us one people. That while they cannot surrender their love of 
liberty, inherited from the founders of their State, sealed with the blood of 
the Revolution, and witnessed in the history of their legislation, and while. 
they claim the observance of all their rights, under the Constitution, they 
nevertheless maintain now, as they have ever done, the constitutional 
rights of the people of the slaveholding States, to the uninterrupted en- 
joyment of their own domestic institutions. 

3. Resolved, That we adopt the sentiment and language of President 
Andrew Jackson, expressed in his message to Congress, on the sixteenth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, ‘‘ That the 
right of the people of a single State, to absolve themselves at will, and 
without the consent of the other States, from their most solemn obliga- 
tions, and hazard the liberties and happiness of the millions composing this 
Union, cannot be acknowledged ; and that such authority is utterly repug- 
nant, both to the principles upon which the general Government is consti- 
tuted, and the objects which it was expressly formed to attain.” 

4. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States of America con- 
tains all the powers necessary to the maintenance of its authority, and it 
is the solemn and most imperative duty of the government to adopt and 
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carry into effect whatever measures may be necessary to that end; and the 
faith and the power of Pennsylvania are hereby pledged to the support of 
such measures, in any manner, and to any extent that may be required of 
her by the constituted authorities of the United States. 

5. Resolved, That all plots, conspiracies, and warlike demonstrations 
against the United States, in any section of the country, are treasonable in 
their character, and whatever power of the government is necessary to their 
suppression, should be applied to that purpose without hesitation or dalay. 

6. Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby requested to trans- 
mit a copy of the resolutions to the President of the United States, properly 
attested, under the great seal of the Commonwealth, and like attested 
copies to the Governors of the several States of this Union, and also to 
’ our Senators and Representatives in Congress, who are hereby requested 
to present the same to the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


United States. 


(Signed, ) | E. W. DAVIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
(Signed,) ROB’T M. PALMER, 


Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved, the twenty-fourth day of January, Anno Domini, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and sixty-one. 
(Signed, ) A. G@. CURTIN. 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
Harrispure, January 24, 1861. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 88: 
I do hereby certify, that the foregoing is a full and true copy of the 
original resolutions of the General Assembly, entitled ‘“ Joint 
Resolutions relative to the maintenance of the Constitution 

[L. 8.] and the Union,” as the same remains on file in this office. In 
testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 

seal of the Secretary’s office, the day and year above written. 

Ss. B. THOMAS, 
Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 588: 
A. G. Currin—In the name and by the authority of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 
ANDREW G. CURTIN, 
Governor of the Commonwealth. 


To all to whom these presents shall come, sends Greeting : 

Know ye, that the attestation hereunto annexed, is in due form, and 
made by the proper officer, and that Samuel B. Thomas, whose name is 
subscribed thereto, was, at the time of subscribing the same, and now is, 
Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, duly appointed 
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and commissioned, and full faith and credit are due, and ought to be given 
to his official acts accordingly. 
Given under my hand, and the great seal of the State, at Harrisburg, 
the twenty-fourth day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
oS: thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and of the Common- 
wealth the eighty-fifth. 


By the Governor : 
ELI SLIFER, 


Secretary of the Commonweatth. 


SraTE oF WISCONSIN. 


Joint Resolutions co- sh ating with friends of the Union throughout the 
United States. 


Resolved, by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, That the people of 
Wisconsin are ready to co-operate with the friends of the Union every- 
where for its preservation ; to yield a cheerful obedience to its require- 
ments, and demand a like obedience from all others ; and therefore adopt, 
as the sentiments of this Legislature, the preamble and resolutions of the 
State of New York, as follows: 


Whereas the insurgent State of South Carolina, after seizing the post- 
office, custom house, moneys and fortifications of the Federal Government, 
has, by firing into a vessel ordered by the Government to carry troops and 
provisions to Fort Sumter, virtually declared war ; and whereas the forts 
and property of the United States Government in Georgia, Alabama and 
Louisiana, have been unlawfully seized with hostile intentions ; and whereas 
treason, as defined by the Constitution of the United States, exists in one 
or more of the States of the Union; and whereas, further, Senators and 
Congressmen avow and maintain these treasonable acts; therefore 

Resolved, by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, That the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin, profoundly impressed with the value of the Union, and 
determined to preserve it unimpaired, hail with joy the recent firm, digni- 
fied, and patriotic special message of the President of the United States; 
that we tender to him, through the Chief Magistrate of our own State, 
whatever aid in men and money may be required to enable him to enforce 
the laws and uphold the authority of the Federal Government, and in de- 
fence of the more perfect Union, which has conferred prosperity and happi- 
ness on the American people. Renewing the pledge given and redeemed 
by our fathers, we are ready to devote our lives, our fortunes and our 
sacred honors, in upholding the Union and the Constitution. : 

Resolved, by the Senate, the Assembly concurring, That the Union- 
loving citizens of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, 
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Missouri and Tenessee, who labor with devoted courage and patriotism to 
withhold their States from the vortex of secession, are entitled to the gra- 
titude and admiration of the whole people. 

Resolved, By the Senate, the Assembly concurring, that the Governor 
be respectfully requested to forward forthwith copies of the foregoing reso- 
lutions to the President of the nation, and the Governors of all the States 
of the Union. 

AMASA COBB, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
BUTLER G. NOBLE, 
Lieutenant-Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved January 21, 1861. 
ALEX. W. RANDAL. 


CoMMONWEALTH OF Massacuuserts, 1861. 


Resolves tendering the aid of the Commonwealth to the President of the 
United States, in enforcing the laws and preserving the Union. 

Whereas, several States of the Union have, through the action of their 
people and authorities, assumed the attitude of rebellion against the 
National Government; and 

Whereas, Treason is still more extensively diffused; and 

Whereas, The State of South Carolina, having first seized the post office, 
custom house, moneys, arms, munitions of war, and fortifications of the 
Federal Government, has, by firing upon a vessel of the United States, 
committed an act of war; and 

Whereas, The forts and property of the United States, in Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana and Florida, have been seized with hostile and treasona- 
ble intentions; and 

Whereas, Senators and Representatives in Congress avow and sanction 
these acts of treason and rebellion ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Massachusetts, now, as always, con- 
vineed of the inestimable value of the Union, and the necessity of presery- 
ing its blessings to ourselves and our posterity, regard with unmingled 
satisfaction the determination evinced in the recent firm and patriotic 
special message of the President of the United States, to amply and faith- 
fully discharge his constitutional duty, of enforcing the laws and preserv- 
ing the integrity of the Union; and we proffer to him, through the Gover- 
nor of the Commonwealth, such aid in men and money, as he may require, 
to maintain the authority of the National Government. 

Resolved, That the Union-loving and patriotic authorities, representa- 
tives, and citizens of those States, whose loyalty is endangered or assailed 
by internal or external treason, who labor in behalf of the Federal Union, 
with unflinching courage, and patriotic devotion, will receive the enduring 
gratitude of the American people. ‘ 
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Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward, forthwith, copies 
of the foregoing resolutions, to the President of the United States, and 
the Governors of the several States. 


Housr or REPRESENTATIVES, January 21, 1861. 
Passed : JOHN A. GOODWIN, Speaker. 


In Senate, January 23, 1861. 
Passed : WILLIAM CLAFLIN, President. 


Approved, January 23, 1861. 
JOHN A. ANDREW. 


SzcrETARY’s DEPARTMENT, Boston, January 25, 1861. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy. 
OLIVER WARNER, Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


